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view of the town and sea is obtained over what
seems a dense forest of cocoa-nut palms, though in
reality this large grove is full of- native houses
and life. A funeral procession passed in whilst
we were looking at the view, so that we had an
opportunity of seeing the whole ceremony; but I
think that, instead of using language of my own,
I cannot do better than copy the admirable
description of the Parsee religion and of the
whole death-rites as written by Professor Monier
Williams, and published in the Times of January
28, 1876; which description Mr. Byramjee gave
me to read. Mr. Williams says:

'Your readers are doubtless aware that the
Parsees are descendants of the ancient Persians,
who were expelled from Persia by the Mahomed^n
conquerors, and who first settled at Surat about
eleven hundred years ago. According to the Idst
census, they do not number more than seventy
thousand souls, of whom about fifty thousand, woe
found in the city of Bombay and the remaining
twenty thousand in different parts of India, but